
   

 VILLAGE OF BREWSTER  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

20 May 2015 
Regular Meeting 

Minutes 
The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster is holding a Regular Meeting at 7:30 PM or as soon thereafter as time 
permits, on 20 May 2015 at Village Hall, 50 Main Street, Brewster, New York 10509.   

Attendees:  Absent: 
Mayor:  James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini  
Trustees; Tom Boissonnault, Terri Stockburger, Mary Bryde     
Village Engineer:   John Folchetti   
Village Counsel:  Anthony Molé,  
Clerk & Treasurer:  Peter Hansen 
Village Police: John Del Gardo 

Pledge to flag. 

Notation of Exits 

Regular Meeting 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the regular meeting, Trustee Stockburger 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

1. Monthly Reports 
1.1. Code Enforcement Report – Joe Hernandez delivers the Code Enforcement Report for April.  Trustee Bryde said it 

seemed like a quiet month in April versus March.  Mr. Hernandez says much of the excess activity in March has 
been resolved to a large part.  Mr. Hernandez asks about the brush piles on the streets.  Sometimes they are 
excessive.  Mr. Hernandez asks if there could there be a limit put on the amount put curbside “in the street” to 
take up less space.  Mr. Hernandez says the streets are narrow and it seems as though it might be better 
organized with further definition in the code.  Mr. Hernandez also said sheds need to be further delineated in 
the Village code with size, lot line setbacks, location, and other considerations.  The Board will take it under 
advisement and perhaps address it when the revised zoning code is brought forward. 
1.1.1. Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the monthly code enforcement report for April, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in 

favor 5 to 0. 
1.2. Police Report– Chief Del Gardo delivers the Police report for April.  Mayor Schoenig asks how many 911 calls 

outside the village.  Chief Del Gardo says there were 5.  Trustee Bryde asked why there was an arrest at the train 
crossing gate.  Chief Del Gardo says there was a pedestrian running under the gates, a very dangerous situation.  
Mayor Schoenig asks about the assault arrests.  Chief Del Gardo says the assault occurred in April; two arrests 
were made in April and one in May.  Trustee Bryde asks about the inoperable gate at the RR crossing.  Chief Del 
Gardo says the gate came down but it would not go back up.  MTA was called and they responded promptly.  
Trustee Bryde notes the excessive cell phone violations (52) and remarks that the continuing violations don’t 
make sense – why aren’t people obeying the law?   Chief Del Gardo says this number is quite a jump from 
March.  Trustee Bryde also notes that seatbelts violations are also excessive.  Mayor Schoenig says Detective 
Baumgardt deserves a pat on the back for doing a great job on the assault arrests.  Trustee Bryde asks about the 
helicopter that was hovering in the area on April 25th.  Chief Del Gardo says our agency was not notified of any 
police activity at the time – what they were doing is unknown.   
1.2.1. Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the monthly Police report for April, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

1.3. Planning Board Report 
1.3.1. Rick Stockburger delivers a verbal April Planning board report.  Mr. Stockburger says the Planning Board 

considered the 40 Prospect Street application during April.  The Planning Board did not like their parking 
arrangements and gave them two alternate options.  The Planning Board attempted to have a Public 
Hearing on the matter on May 12, 2015 but that date was postponed after they realized they needed 15 
days’ notice instead of 10 days’ notice for the public hearing.  The Public Hearing was rescheduled on May 
26, 2015.  The Planning Board did try to waive the Public Hearing but the motion did not pass.  Mayor 



   

Schoenig motions to accept the verbal report as provided by Mr. Stockburger, Trustee Stockburger 2nd all 
in favor 5 to 0.  No copy is attached as this was a verbal report. 

1.4. Zoning Board of Appeals Report – a written report was provided by Mr. Ruchala.  Copy attached.  Mayor 
Schoenig motions to accept the ZBA April report, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

2. MS4 Annual Report Adoption – Mayor Schoenig motions, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
3. Landscaping Bid Documents – Retrofits – Deputy Mayor Piccini asks if we can include Wells Park and Bailey Park in 

the bid documents for pricing.  Mayor Schoenig says Wells Park may not open anytime soon.  Counsel advises a 
separate quote for Wells & Bailey be called out in the bid document.  Mayor Schoenig motions to amend the bid to 
include pricing for Wells Park and Bailey Park for grounds care and distribute the bids, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in 
favor 5 to 0. 

4. 7 Garden Street request for water & sewer billing reduction 
4.1. Mayor Schoenig says the written request is based on what is affordable for the property owner.  Mayor Schoenig 

says it is something that could be remedied with a payment plan but it is not appropriate to reduce the total 
due.  Trustee Stockburger motions to approve offering a payment plan to the property owner, Trustee Bryde 2nd 
all in favor 5 to 0. 

5. Grant Disbursement Agreement – authorize Mayor to sign – Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to authorize the Mayor 
to sign for the distribution of $22,500 in Empire State Development funds as awarded in 2014, Trustee Stockburger 
2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

6. Relevy of unpaids for 2016 Tax Roll 
6.1. Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the relevy of unpaid water, sewer and refuse and associated fees on the 

2016 tax bill due out on June 1, 2015, with the flexibility to discuss the 7 Garden Street balance due with the 
property owner regarding a payment plan.  A second listing for Landmarks Preservation may be removed with 
the payment of the arrears by May 31st, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

7. 2016 Tax warrant authorization 
7.1. Mayor motions to approve the 2016 Tax Warrant after adjustments, tax levy includes the $3 reduction to stay 

under the tax cap as a minor error was made on the calculation worksheet, Trustee Stockburger 2nd all in favor 5 
to 0. 

8.  Interfund transfer 
8.1. Trustee Stockburger motions to approve the interfund transfer from Water fund balance to General fund 

balance in the amount of $125,000, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd – Deputy Mayor Piccini discusses the capital 
allocation in the budget for water.  Treasurer Hansen says it is possible but unknown at this time where the fund 
will finish the year as there were budget overruns as previously delineated in the May 6, 2015 meeting, all in 
favor 5 to 0. 

9. Minutes for approval – 15 April 2015 Minutes, 6 May 2015  
9.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to approve the April 15, 2015 minutes, Trustee  Bryde 2nd all in favor 3 to 0.  

Mayor Schoenig and Trustee Stockburger abstain due to absence.  
9.2. Trustee Bryde motions to approve the May 6, 2015 minutes, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  Trustee 

Boissonnault abstains due to absence.   
10. Correspondence sent - received for April, 2015 

10.1. Trustee Bryde comments positively on the Workers Compensation inspection conducted by the insurance carrier 
with Chief Del Gardo, DPW Superintendent Crawford, and Clerk Treasurer Hansen.  Trustee Bryde asks about the 
PACE letter received inviting attendance at the May 21st Community Leaders Forum. Trustee Bryde asks about 
the DOT wall reconstruction inspection.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the correspondence sent and 
received for April, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.   

11. Vouchers Payable – Deputy Mayor Piccini reviewed the vouchers and found everything in order. 
11.1. A  General $20,005.19 
11.2. C Refuse/Garbage 17,426.66 
11.3. F  Water                  323,037.49 
11.4. G  Sewer 26,413.36 
11.5. TA Trust & Agency 800.98 

Total Vouchers Payable $387,683.68 

Mayor Schoenig motions to approve vouchers payable as listed, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 



   

12. Other Business   
12.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini 

12.1.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini notes meeting scheduled for CFA workshops with Putnam County, PACE Land 
Use Law Center, and the Putnam Chamber of Commerce on May 27th  at the Putnam County Emergency 
Operations Center.     

12.1.2. Deputy Mayor Piccini says the Comprehensive Plan revision is still a work in progress.  Professor 
Nolan’s comments and other corrections will be red-lined in the revised copy and no substantive changes 
from the draft previously accepted by the Board of Trustees are anticipated.  We are also validating the 
concepts for redevelopment with our existing Comprehensive Plan as written.  The Board of Trustees will 
get the copy for review as soon as it is available and the document could be ready for adoption at the June 
17th meeting of the Board. 

12.2. Trustee Stockburger 
12.2.1. Flowers are still awaiting the liners which are scheduled for receipt on May 21, 2015.   

12.3. Trustee Bryde 
12.3.1. Trustee Bryde asks about the Police car auction – Clerk Hansen says the current bid was $2,700 as of 

earlier today with 8 days left.   
12.3.2. Trustee Bryde reminds the Board about Judy Callahan’s Woman of Distinction award in Chappaqua 

on Thursday May 21, 2015. 
12.3.3. Trustee Bryde reminds the Board and the public of the Memorial Day ceremony on Monday May 25, 

2015. 
12.3.4. Trustee Bryde reminds the Board of Flag Day June 14th at the Elks and officials should call them in 

advance to let them know we are coming. 
12.4. Trustee Boissonnault 

12.4.1. Trustee Boissonnault is happy to announce the revitalization has begun at Wells Park thanks to a 
private donor.  Re-grading the “field” is underway with seeding planned; removing brush and trees from 
the neglected areas of the park, and additional updates will be provided as available.  Deputy Mayor Piccini 
asks about the schedule for movie nights.  Trustee Boissonnault says the dates are not nailed down as we 
don’t know exactly when the park will be ready to open.   

12.5. Mayor Schoenig 
12.5.1. Mayor Schoenig asks about the outside village water user agreements – Counsel advises the 

agreement letter should go out this coming week with a 30 day turnaround time.  Deputy Mayor Piccini 
motions to authorize the Mayor to sign the letter when it is finalized by Counsel Molé, Trustee Stockburger 
2nd all in favor 5 t0 0.  

13. New Business 
13.1. Trustee Bryde 

13.1.1. Trustee Bryde asks if the film crew is finished.  Clerk Hansen says as far as he knows the filming is 
complete.   

13.2. Trustee Boissonnault 
13.2.1. Triustee Boissonnault asks the board to consider putting the welcome sign on the stone pier at 

Bailey Park.   
13.3. Mayor Schoenig 

13.3.1. Mayor Schoenig and other Board of Trustee members met with Senator Murphy at the Carmel 
Avenue Bridge last Thursday.  Mayor Schoenig said we are now joining with Putnam County and Senator 
Murphy to coordinate a concerted effort to make this bridge project a reality as quickly as possible.   NYS 
DOT has begun work on a design, and pending funding, the replacement is scheduled for 2017-18. 

13.3.2. Mayor Schoenig said we received a letter from the Putnam County Legislature asking our Police 
Department to provide fireworks security assistance for the Mt. Ebo event.  We do have fees for this type 
of service in our fee schedule and are currently discussing whether we can provide resources for the event. 

14. Public Comment 
14.1. Rick Stockburger asks what time the parade kicks off on Monday.  We believe assembly is at 10:30 A.M., 

kickoff at 11 A.M., ceremony at approximately 11:30 A.M. in Electrozone Field. 
14.2. Rick Stockburger asks if the mowing as described in the bid document approved at this meeting is 

reimbursable.  Clerk Hansen says it is.  Mr. Stockburger asks if there might be objections from EOHWC if we 



   

include Wells Park and Bailey Park in the bid documents.  Clerk Hansen says there should be no problem as line 
item pricing is called out in the bid.  Mr. Stockburger asks when the water rate public hearing will be scheduled.  
Mayor Schoenig says we should set it up in June.  Mr. Stockburger asks if the 2nd bulk pickup is approved to be an 
“on call” service.  Mayor Schoenig says yes, that aspect of the service went into effect on January 1, 2015. 

14.3. Peggy Bruen said she is a new resident of Mayor Mitchell Court.  Ms. Bruen’s research has indicated that quiet 
times in the Village are 10PM to 7AM but the trash is picked up very noisily at 1AM or later.  Ms. Bruen requests 
to please change the time of the Suburban Carting pickup.   Trustee Stockburger says she will make a phone call 
to Suburban Carting and discuss the problem.  

15. Mayor Schoenig motions to enter Executive Session to discuss personnel, Trustee Stockburger 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  
Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to come out of Executive Session resume the regular meeting and adjourn, Trustee 
Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 



   



   

  



   

April, 2015 Code Enforcement Report 

+ 

VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 

50 MAIN STREET 

BREWSTER, NY 10509 

(845) 279-3760 

 

 

APRIL 2015 SUMMARY REPORT 

 

BUILDING FEES =  $1,645 

PROPERTY REGISTRATION 20 

SAFETY INSPECTION =  875 

TOTAL FOR APRIL =  $2,540 

 

PERMITS: 12 

 

INSPECTIONS: 2 

(Property Reg, Property Maintenance 

 

TOTAL COs, CCs: 9  

 

APPEARANCE TICK ETS 1 

 

ORDERS TO REMEDY:  2 

 

STOP WORK ORDER:  0 

  



   



   



   



   

  



   

 
 


